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WESSEX BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION


‘REFEREES’ TIME OUT’
This Newssheet will be produced on an ‘as and when required’ basis by the Wessex Area Technical Committee for Wessex Referees. The Technical Committee for the 2011/12 season consists of the following personnel:

Tim Brown – Area Chairman and National League Level 4 Referee.

Trevor Funnel – League Chairman and National League Level 4 Referee.

Ian Lester – Webmaster/Fixtures Manager and National League Level 4 Referee.

Cliff Chen – Referee allocations Manager and National League Level 3 Referee.
 As there are no rule changes this season it has been decided that there is no need for a Referees pre-season meeting. However, the Technical Committee decided that this newssheet should be produced for all Wessex Referees to provide information for the coming season:
Registration

1.
You must be registered to officiate in the Wessex league and enter your registration number on the score sheet when you check it for player registration at the start of a game. Remember the Wessex policy that must be strictly adhered to:

 NO REGISTRATION = NO PARTICIPATION!

Please note that if you find yourself having to stop an individual or a team from playing due to there being no registration numbers you will have the full backing of the Committee.

Expenses

2.
Remember you must complete an expenses form for all games you officiate in the Wessex League. This can be downloaded from the Wessex Web site Officials page http://www.wessexbasketball.co.uk/officials.html You should note that if you fail to complete a form the teams involved have the right to withhold payment. Remember you can only claim from your home address.

Allocation of games

3.
You will be allocated games in accordance with the availability form you have completed. If you are given a game and due to a change in circumstance you can no longer meet the commitment remember it is your responsibility to find a replacement. We are using ‘Fixtures Live’ to manage fixtures and referee allocations this season. Providing the email address you have given is correct you will be notified by email each time you are allocated a game. Please ensure you click on the green ‘I confirm’ button in the email or accept it within your own login on Fixtures Live.  Managing you availability is very easy to do and all Officials are encouraged to complete their availability on the fixtures live system. If you have any problems accessing the system please inform Ian Lester who will resend your login information.
New court markings

4.
England Basketball has agreed that if a venue has the new court markings (which are due to come into force at all levels post the 2012 Olympics) they are to be used. This applies to all Wessex venues. Where courts have both the old and the new court markings the new markings are to be used.
Dress

5.
Please ensure you turn up to Referee games in the correct Referees uniform. Wessex Referee shirts can be purchased from Chris Bunnett at a discounted rate for Wessex officials. 

Make sure you check for any jewellery worn by players prior to tip off. No jewellery is permitted even if it is taped over. This includes the leather, plastic and cloth wristbands that some people wear. Correct playing uniform should be worn. You should also note if a player has special dispensation to wear an undershirt for medical reasons we will inform you. There are currently two female players who have been given permission to wear leggings and long sleeved compression shirts (predominately the same colour as their strip), with a tight fitting headscarf that does not cover their face, on religious grounds. These players are at Reading Rockets Ladies and Woodley Ladies. 

Discipline

6.
If the disciplinary committee bans a player for any reason you will be notified of the player’s name, registration number, team and the length of the ban. Please ensure that you check this if you are officiating at any of the games concerned.

New Level 2 and Level 1 Referees

6.
We have some newly qualified Referees. Please remember that Level 1 Referees and newly qualified Level 2 Referees who have not had their 3 games signed off are not permitted to Referee games on their own. It is worth remembering that insurance is invalidated if they do!
Mid season meeting:

7.
Cliff has requested a mid season meeting prior to Christmas so that we can have get together to discuss any issues we may have and any deal with any questions or problems you may be having. You will be notified about this nearer the time. 
Conclusion:

8.
Have a great season, enjoy your refereeing and if you have any problems or questions, get in touch with one of the Technical Committee.
TIME IN!
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