The Wessex Basketball Association

Minutes of the 2008 Annual General Meeting

[image: image1.png]



The meeting opened at 1945hrs at Garret’s bar Aldershot on 10th June 2008, with 26 members present

Apologies
Brian Scowcroft, Tony Critchley, Tony Betteridge, Geoff Bell, Jonny Keane, Shelly Denner, John Stow, Joe Cole, Mark Edwards, Paul Clark, Cathy Clark & Insa Greener. 

Matters Arising From the Last Minutes
No matter arising
Vote of Thanks

The Area Chairman thanked the out going League Chairman (Kathy Clarke), Area Vice Chairman (Paul Clarke) and Fixtures Secretary (Morrel Hills) for the time and support they gave to Wessex Basketball.

Committee Reports

Reports were circulated via email prior to the meeting, but hard copies were also available for those in attendance. Each officer provided a summary and fielded questions on their report. 
Statement of accounts

The accounts had been distributed to Members via email prior to the meeting. Unlike last year the accounts had not been audited. The Treasurer stated that this was in the process of being rectified, and on completion the audited accounts will be sent out to Members.

The Treasurer was content with The Association’s financial position but in order to maintain this, suggested that cup entry fees for 2009/10 should be increased from £20 to £25. The Members voted in favour of this proposal.
It was noted that The Association has dipped into its funds several times in the last few seasons to cover short falls between income and outgoings. This year the shortfall was £2,373.49, compared to £582.24 last year. The reason for this increase is that The Association purchased a supply of medals which will last till February 2011.
Amendments to League Regulations 


Proposal 1

We (The Wessex Basketball Association), which includes everyone involved with the Wessex League and Cup, have a problem that requires radical action to resolve! Our Referee pool is diminishing and it is having a detrimental effect on the fulfilment of fixtures and, in some cases, how well games are officiated. We must do something to increase our Referee pool so I would ask that you look at the proposal below with an open mind and give it some serious thought.


Current rule: 


RULE 3: OFFICIATING 

Any club registered in the Wessex Area failing to nominate one referee for each team entered will be required to pay an additional fee of £50.00 for the first team that does not have a nominated referee. This fee will rise to £75.00 for a second team without a nominated referee, £100.00 for a third team without a nominated referee and £25.00 extra for each additional team without a nominated referee. Half of this fee will be refunded in the event that the team nominates a referee to the League list during the season.  Clubs in their first year with the League, junior clubs and teams with a representative on Area or League Committees are exempt from this rule.

Proposed change: 

Each club registered within the Wessex Area will be responsible for nominating one official per team to the pool of referees. Any Club failing to nominate a qualified referee for each Team entered will be required to pay an additional fee of £100.00 for the first team that does not have a nominated referee, rising to £125.00 for a second team without a nominated referee, and £25.00 extra for each additional team without a nominated referee. Half of this fee will be refunded in the event that the Team nominates a referee to the League list during the season. 

Clubs in their first year with the League, junior clubs, and teams with a representative on the Executive or Wessex Basketball League Committees are exempt from Rule 5(d). 

Teams that do not provide a nominated referee must supply a candidate to attend a referees course prior to or during the season. If a team's candidate fails to attend the course, the team will be fined £60 in the first season. In subsequent seasons the fine will rise to £100. 

Referees nominated by a Team must be available to referee on the nominated day that the team nominating plays its home fixtures. For example, if a team plays its home games on a Sunday, the nominated referee must be available to referee on Sundays. If a referee plays or coaches a particular team, then he/ she would not be allocated games when his/her team is playing. 

nominated Referee must be available to Referee on Sundays. If a Referee plays for a particular Team then he/she would not be allocated games when his/her Team is playing.

Members voted in favour of this proposal.
Proposal 2
Replace Wessex Basketball Association Knock-out Competitions/ All Competitions/ Item E with:

(e) Players must be registered by 31st January in order to play in a knock-out competition. 

(f) To be eligible to play in a knock-out final, any player must have played in a minimum of four games for that club in Wessex Competition, including at least one game in a knock-out competition.

(g) For teams that only participate in knock-out competitions, to be eligible for a knock-out final any player must have played in a minimum of two games in a knock-out competition.

Members voted in favour of this proposal.

Proposal 3
Add the following to Wessex League Regulations/ Rule 2: Player Eligibility:
Where a club has multiple teams, players may only play for a maximum of two of its clubs' teams during a season.

When playing for two teams, players may only play for teams in adjacent divisions, unless the club does not have a team in an adjacent division. For example:

i. Player A plays for a team in Open division 2. He is then eligible to play for a team in division 3 OR division 1, not both.

ii. Player B plays for a team in Open division 1. He is eligible to play for a team in division 2, but NOT in a lower division.

Members voted in favour of this proposal.
Proposal 4

The Association were informed from the floor of a proposal that was sent by Aldworth Basketball Club to the administrator, but was not sent to the Members as the proposal was mislaid.
The Area Chairman asked Peter Dimond to explain the proposal to the Members so this could be voted upon.
The proposal was to alter the structure of the Wessex Ladies League, so that the Season would begin with only one ladies division, with teams playing each other once. At the Christmas break, the league would split into two divisions, with the top seven teams forming division one and the bottom seven forming division two.

A lengthy debate ensued as to the proposals feasibility. On the assumption that the Committee would make the proposal work, the ladies clubs voted in favour of the proposals by 4 votes to 3. The Committee agreed to this on the proviso that Peter Dimond drafted the fixture list.
Election of Committee

The following roles were appointed.
Wessex Basketball Association Committee

	Area Chairman                                
	Tim Brown

	Area Vice Chairman                        
	vacant

	Treasurer
	Chris Bunnett

	Administrator
	vacant

	Technical Secretary                        
	Mark Ennis

	Development Officer                      
	Cliff Chen

	Assistant Development Officer
	vacant

	Registrar
	Chris Bunnett

	Webmaster 
	Andy Crombie


Wessex Basketball League Committee

	League Chairman                            
	Trevor Funnell

	League Secretary
	vacant

	Fixtures Secretary
	Tony Critchley

	Officials Secretary
	Tony Critchley

	Open Results Secretary
	Martin Marshall

	Ladies Results Secretary
	Graham Kirkpatrick

	Competitions Secretary
	Richard Bell


Presentation of Trophies
The following teams/ individuals were presented with trophies by the League Chairman:
	Open Division 1
	Aztec Jaguars

	Open Division 2
	Reading Rockets

	Open Division 3
	Aztec Cobras

	Ladies Division 1
	Aztec Rage

	Ladies Division 2
	Woking Blackhawk Ladies

	Steve Lallament Shield
	Graham Kirkpatrick


Please note that these trophies must be returned to Chris Bunnett by 31st March 2009.  
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